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Mark your  

Calendar! 

January 

2018 

 
01/08 

School Resumes 

 

01/09 

PTO Meeting 

@7pm–Library 

 

01/18 

Orchestra Concert 

2:30p.m. 

 

01/26 

1/2 Day 

11:58a.m dismissal 

Who do I call? 
 

Scheduling 

Appointments; 

Other school  

Inquiries: 

Mrs. Stratton 

Secretary 

337-0720 

 

To report an       

absence; 

Mrs. Swafford 

Immunizations:  

337-0720 

 

Community  

Resources 

Behavioral  

Assistance: 

Mr. Lafferty 

337-0720 

 

Classroom  

Questions: 

Your child's teacher 

337-0720 

 

Any unresolved  

Issues: 

Mrs. Greymountain 

Principal 

337-0720 

 

From the desk of the Principal 

 
Parents and Guardians, 

 
Welcome back to school! We hope you enjoyed your  holiday 

break with family and friends.  

 

In an effort to make 2018 the best it can be, we want to encourage 

you to keep reading with your child or to your child. Reading and 

comprehension are vital to your child’s education. January is the 

time that we like to make “resolutions” for the new year. Keeping 

up with reading 20-40 minutes each night is the perfect resolution 

for your student! 

 

With the cold temperatures in sight for the time being, we also ask 

that you remember students do go outside for recess, weather 

pending. We ask that you remind your students that boots,     

snow pants, hats and gloves are important in keeping them warm 

outside, and going outside is important in getting their energy out.  

 

The colder weather also brings illness. Remember to keep your 

students home until they are symptom free for 24 hours. This will 

reduce the spread of illness in the school.  

 

Lastly, please remember that dismissal is at 3:50pm. We          

understand that the weather will cause delays, but we ask that you 

be prompt in picking up your students. If you need information 

about after school programs that are in the area, please contact the 

office. 

 

    Robin Greymountain, Principal 

 

DATES TO 

REMEMBER… 

 
 Valentine’s Dance– Feb. 09 

 Hearing & Vision Screening–  

 March 19-23 

 Kindergarten Orientation–      

 March 14 

 Girls on the Run– March 1-May 30 

 April & May– MSTEP Testing 

 Spring Break– Apr. 2-6 

 Last Day of School– June 14 

 

The 3rd grade students no longer need to ask the teacher 

“what does that word mean?” Thanks to the Kiwanis Club 

of Kalamazoo, every 3rd grade student received their own 

dictionary!  

 

This is all possible due to the Dictionary Project. In its 11th 

year, this project is designed to aid 3rd grade teachers in 

their goal to see all students leave at the end of the year as 

writers, readers and thinkers.  

 

A HUGE thank you to the Kiwanis Club for making this 

happen and bringing knowledge and a smile to 3rd grade!! 



Community Corner 

Do you have 30-60 minutes per week to     

dedicate to a student in the new year? CIS 

tutors are an integral part of our work here 

and we would enjoy having you on board. Our 

training is thorough and many tutors enjoy 

seeing their student all the way through high 

school graduation and on to the Promise! 

Please contact the office for further            

information. 

PTO NEWS 

 The next PTO meeting is Tuesday, January 9, 

2017 @ 7p in the library. Childcare provided by the 

Loy Norrix National Honor Society.  

  Our Valentine’s Dance is coming up on February 

9, 2017. Stay tuned for more details! 

Teacher Feature 

 

Each year, our 4th grade students venture out to the 

Nature Center for Annie’s Big Nature Lesson. This 

week long experience is much more than the typical 

field trip. Each class enjoys five full days in a row and 

each day includes a teacher led lesson, a nature expert 

led lesson, and observation time. Students enjoy hiking, 

nature journaling, live animal presentations, and other 

unique outdoor activities. 

 

This amazing opportunity is part of the Annie’s Big 

Nature Lesson (http://biglesson.net/abnl/) program. The 

ABNL mission is to immerse children, teachers, and 

parents in the beauty and wonder of the natural world; 

to engage them in authentic scientific investigations by 

observing the local ecology, drawing and writing; to 

nurture citizens who value and protect natural          

resources; and to build a school-community partnership 

that inspires responsible environmental stewardship. 

 

Annie’s Big Nature Lesson is named in honor of Ann 

Mason, environmentalist from Clinton County,      

Michigan, who devoted her life to taking care of the 

environment and educating the public about their    

responsibility for stewardship of the earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are proud to welcome Angela VanHeest as the 

new Communities In Schools Site Coordinator. As 

we step into the new year, we look forward to her 

meeting and connecting with many of you. Please do 

not hesitate to ask for her as she is here to help and to 

build         

meaningful 

relationships 

with our       

Parkwood 

Community!  
 

Starting in January, our newsletter will be available on the 

PTO Facebook page, the Parkwood 

Parent Facebook page and on the KPS     

website under Parkwood Upjohn.  

Thank you for helping us lessen our 

carbon footprint!! 


